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Census Bureau Issues Warning About ID Theft 
Updated: 01/07/2010 12:17 AM KSTP.com
By: Bay Scroggins and Becky Nahm 
[image: http://kstp.com/kstpImages/census.jpg]The U.S. Census Bureau wants people to feel comfortable talking to workers who will go door-to-door starting in April, so it is issuing a warning on how to spot impersonators. 
Officials fear criminals might try to pose as census workers to gather personal information and steal identities.
Official census workers will carry a badge and a specific black and white bag.
The badge will show the worker's name and will include an expiration date.
Gary Van Eyll, a local census office manager, said, "It's serious, the U.S. Census takes the privacy of all the individuals we are talking to very seriously."
To make sure the Census Bureau knows who it it sending to homes, each worker will undergo a FBI background check.
The census workers will visit homes that fail to return the forms sent in the mail during the month of March.
The forms will only have 10 short questions and workers should never ask for bank or credit information or Social Security numbers.
If a person claiming to be a census worker refuses to show their ID card or asks questions that aren't on the form, call the Census Bureau or the police.
For more information on filling out census forms, click here.
For information on applying for jobs with the census, click here.
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