Medical Identity is on the rise 
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When most people think of criminals, usually some frightening figure wielding a weapon comes to mind; they do not conjure up images of terminally ill mothers of three. That was Mariana de la Torre. She came to America illegally from Mexico and was without the health insurance or the money to afford the services she desperately needed so she took someone else’s. 

Not long before her death in 2009, she disclosed her real identity to hospital officials. This disclosure came after she had ran up $530,000 in charges using another woman’s Medicaid plan. 

In an interview with the Chicago tribune, de la Torre said, “I didn’t think to do harm to anyone; I only wanted the pain to end.”

Ms. De le Torre’s saga is just one in a rising trend of medical identity theft. According to a report released earlier in the week by the Ponemon Institute, almost 1.5 million Americans to date have fallen victim to medical identity theft.

Adam Levin, the founder of Credit.com and identitytheft911.com had this to say in an interview with mainstreet.com: “It’s probably the most dangerous form of identity theft, not just because of the financial ramifications, but also because of the possibility that you might die”

The NPR said, “Patients using someone else’s name, Social Security number, or insurance card to get health card could risk their victim’s health if inaccurate information, such as blood type and medications, is recorded on the victim’s chart.”

It not just the ailing and desperate who are turning to medical identity theft. As noted by the NPR, there is a professional criminal element who has installed themselves in positions, such as receptionists and accountants, with access to medical records. It seems the criminals have turned to medical records because they are just as valuable, if not more, as anything else trafficked on the black market. 
 

If you enjoyed this article, you can click the subscribe button at the top of the page and you will receive future updates.

http://www.examiner.com/x-38796-Nashville-Identity-Theft-Examiner~y2010m3d6-Medical-Identity-is-on-the-rise
